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1. Abstract

Hchinococcosis is a zoonotic parasitic disease caused by the larval stages of taeniid

tapeworm of the genus Echinococcus . !'uur out of six spccics havc bccn consiclerc( as ir

public l"realth concenr: Ic:hinococcus granulosus (which cilllses cystic echinrcriccosis).

Eclzinot:ot:c:u^v nullilrstulari,v (r,vhich causes alveolar echinococcosis). and E(hifiot:tstt:t,t,s

rogeli ttntl [c:hin<t(:ot:{:tts oligtu'tlrus (which cituses polycystic cchinococcosis). Trvo nelv

species have recently been identified: Eclzinococcus.shiqrdr:tts in small marnmals tiorl the

Tibetan plateau and EchinoL:ot'(:tts .fb.litls in A&ican lions, but tlieir zr:onotic transmission

potential is equivocirl. Several sturlies have shown that this disease is of increasing public

hcalth conccrn and that it can be rcgai:dcd as c-uir'rging or'r'c-crrelging discase.'l'hc cliseasc is

lbLrnd in many parts ol Lhc worlii spccifically in thc a.gricLritLrral inclincd rcgions iir thc

northenr part of Afiica. thc southerr part of' South Aincrica, Huropc, Austr;ilia, iincl the

lvlieidlc East antl SoLtthern Wcst part of Asia (Echcrt and l)cplazes.2t)04).'l'his short Lcvicrv

is jntended to unclerscore the general aspect of the disease x,ith parlicnlar ref'ercnce to public

health importance.
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